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REPORT ON DIALOGUE WITH AUSTRALIA
The AIPA Dialogue was chaired by Hon. Mr. Atte Sugandi, Member of the Indonesian House of Representatives and Hon. Dr. Muhammad Firdaus as Rapporteur. The session started at 02.00 p.m. at Yudistira 3 Room, Santosa Hotel & Resort, Senggigi, Lombok, Indonesia, on 19 September 2012.
The dialogue meeting was attended by the following delegates:

DELEGATES OF OBSERVER: AUSTRALIA
1. Senator Lisa Singh (Senator/HOD)

2. Hon. Mr. Luke Simpkins (MP)

3. Ms. Peggy Danaee (Secretary)

DELEGATES OF AIPA MEMBER PARLIAMENTS
Brunei Darussalam

1. Hon. Dato Haji Abdullah Haji Mohd Ja’afar (MP) 

2. Hon. Haji Othman Uking  (MP)

3. Hon. Dato Haji Mohd. Taha Abdul Rauf (MP)

Cambodia

4. Hon. Mr. Nhem Thavy (MP)
5. Hon. Mr. Ouk Damry (MP)
Indonesia

6. Hon. Mr. Andi Anzhar Cakra Wijaya (MP) 
7. Hon. Mr. Atte Sugandi (MP)

8. Hon. Dr. Muhammad Firdaus (MP)
Lao PDR
9. Hon. Mr.Bounpone SISOULATH (MP)
Malaysia

10. Hon. Senator Dato Abdul Rahim Abdul Rahman (Senator)
Myanmar

11. Hon. Dr. Myint Ki (MP)
12. Hon. Mr. Aung San (MP)
The Philippines
13. Hon. Ms. Susan Y. Sulit (MP) 
Singapore

14. Hon. Mr. Zainudin Nordin (MP)
Thailand

15. Hon. Mr. Artthakorn Srilathayakorn (MP)
Viet Nam
16. Hon. Mr. Le Quang Huy (MP)
17. Hon. Ms. Do Thi Thu Hang (MP)
1. The Meeting started by exchanging overviews on bilateral relations between ASEAN and Australia.
Australia is one of ASEAN's closest neighbors. The range of cooperation between ASEAN and Australia has varied from political, economic, to educational issues. Each  ASEAN Member State has various types and level of cooperation with Australia, but each has shared a good and strong cooperation. 
Australia itself started become the observer of ASEAN in 1974. Since then, the relation has grown stonger because both parties view the importance of enhanced relations to create peace and welfare in the region. 

2. The meeting focused the discusion on the following issues:

a. Strengthening human resource development and capacity building
ASEAN and Australia share the view that education is one of the instrumental elements of strengthening human resource development and capacity building. AIPA Member Parliaments appreciate Australia’s support and cooperation education as well as training and other capacity programs for people of ASEAN Member States.

In order to support the education cooperation, Australia has established ASEAN-Australia University Network in 2010 and has also awarded scholarships to students in various ASEAN Member States. Students from ASEAN Member States contribute to 20% of foreign students in Australia.

The meeting also shares the view that the cooperation in education should be augmented not only to strengthen human resource development and capacity building in ASEAN Member States but also to enhance better people to people contact between the peoples of Australia and ASEAN in the future.

b. Promote collaborates research and strategy transfer in agriculture, food and forestry procedure



There are some cooperation conducted by ASEAN Member States and Australia in the area of agriculture, food and forestry. Agriculture plays an important role to eradicate poverty and increase food resilience in many ASEAN Member States. The meeting reaffirms the necessity to promote, support and enhance cooperation in agriculture essentially in the research and technology transfer in order to improve food security and welfare in the region.

c. Energy issues and environmental aspects
Australia has supported the research and development programs for alternative energy sources and other low-emission technology, among others geothermal, hydro and solar power-plant in numbers of ASEAN Member States. In light of this, the meeting also recognizes the need to improve the cooperation on the development of renewable energy sources.


d. Strengthening efforts to address climate change adaptation needs
The meeting appreciates Australian support to assist ASEAN in developing the capacity building in sustainable forest management and climate change adaptation efforts as well as disaster relief. The meeting encourages Australia to 
continue its excellent efforts in promoting the Adaptation program for combating the Climate Change in ASEAN Member States. The meeting also acknowledges the need to strengthen bilateral cooperation to enhance resilience to climate change and natural disaster.    

e. Increasing Parliamentary Cooperation between AIPA Members and Observers
Both AIPA Member Parliaments and Australian Parliament underline the importance of Parliamentary Cooperation between AIPA and Australia. AIPA provides a significant platform to deepen the cooperation between AIPA Member Parliaments with their dialogue partners. This cooperation also is expected to encourage a more enhanced people-to-people contact between ASEAN community and the people of Australia. 
As there were no further comments from any of delegates, the Chairperson called the dialogue session to a close at 03.54 p.m.
The Report of the Dialogue with Australia is presented to the 33rd AIPA General Assembly.
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